Volume IX, No. 2 *t ttt £ February 1961 


BULLETIN OF THE HISTORY OF DENTISTRY 


Official monthly publication of 
American Academy of the History of Dentistry 


FACT AND FICTION ABOUT FAUCHARD 
R/ F. H. Witt has contributed to ZM (51:635-637 July 1, 1961) a 
general article "Pierre Fauchard 1678-1761" on the occasion of 
the celebration in Paris. The addresses that were presented at the 
Paris commemorative meeting have not yet been published, but it is 
unlikely that they will reveal any important new facts with regard 
to the famous French pioneer dentist. The little that is known 
about the life of Fauchard is owed, as has been often stated, to 
the assiduous and indefatigable labors of Viau and Georges Dagen. 
Much more is known and can be learned about Fauchard's book. The 
editor cannot agree with Dr. Witt when, near the close of his arti- 
cle, he says, "So liegt uns heute ein recht gutes Lebensbild dieses 
hochgeschatzten Mannes vor." (Thus, there exists for us a very 
good view of the life of this highly esteemed man.) 


Perhaps because of the paucity of facts, even regarding the matters 
about which Fauchard wrote, there are still many unsupported asser- 
tions made about Fauchard and his contributions to dentistry. Some 
of these appear in Dr. Witt's article. It is high time that some 
of these misstatements and speculations were eliminated from his- 
torical accounts. 


There is no evidence that Fauchard was ever an apprentice surgeon 
aboard ship. All that Fauchard wrote in his preface was that he 
owed his first knowledge of dentistry to one Poteleret, a ship's 
surgeon. Indeed, there are indications in Fauchard's book that he 
was personally unfamiliar with the diseases to which sailors were 
commonly subject, such as scurvy, for he supplements his statement 
with regard to scurvy by appeal to the authority of "those who have 
experience of these diseases, for example in ships, in seaports and 
in large hospitals, as well as in certain seaside and waterside 
towns." 


The manuscript of Fauchard's book was not completed in 1723, as has 
been many times asserted. In Chapter XXVI of the second volume, 
Fauchard says that he "was prepared to print" his book in 1723, and 
then he goes on to criticize Garengeot's book, published in 1723, 
at length. After Fauchard's text of 1723 was prepared for the 
printer, much was added before publication. At least twenty-seven 


of the seventy-one case histories were added. Fauchard, in a letter 
to the Surgeon Juton in 1727, published in Chapter XXXVIII, Volume 
1, wrote of his having improved his memoranda for the book by more 
than three-quarters in the last six years or less. A study of the 
manuscript for the publication in 1728 reveals many indications 
that the manuscript was otherwise altered considerably and at least 
in parts rewritten after 1723. 


Dr. Witt is in error when he says that Fauchard's book has never 
been translated into English. Although the English reader had to 
wait two hundred years, a translation of the second edition by 
Lilian Lindsay appeared in 1946. It is not quite correct also to 
say that in the 1746 edition "scarcely more" was added. Three 
whole chapters and several important sections were among the addi- 
tions. 


Dr. Witt's article adds nothing new to the knowledge of Fauchard, 
but it is an adequate summary and appreciation of Fauchard as a 
great contributor to world dentistry. 


GERMAN DENTAL JOURNALS 
B/ 2M for July 1, 1961 (51:629-635) contains the first installment 
of an article by Hans Joachim Schmidt on "Die deutschen perio- 
dischen Zeitschriften des zahndrztlichen Gebietes von 1846 bis 
heute." (The German dental periodical Journals from 1846 to the 
present.) This account surpasses in comprehensiveness the earlier 
most available publications; namely, Giinter Nordheim's Die deutschen 
zahnarztlichen Zeitschriften bis zum Ausgang des 19. Jahrhunderts, 
1957, and R. Parreidt's "Beitrag zur Geschichte der zahnarztlichen 
Zeitschriften" (ZM 32:515, 1941; 33:9-11, 278-279, 299-300, 314-317, 
1942), which reveals a decided Nazi bias. 


Schmidt lists the journals in three periods according to their first 
publication: 1846-1899, 1900-1944, 1945-1960. He classifies the 
periodicals and gives the totals. For the entire period he lists: 
Zahnarztlichen Zeitschriften 103; dentistische Zeitschriften 6; 
technische Zeitschriften 10; industrial 5. Since supplements are 
listed as separate publications, without these the list would be re- 
duced by about eleven, all in the last period. In West Germany six- 
teen journals are current; in East Germany, four. There are some 
unfortunate errors, especially the indication that Deutsche Vier- 
teljahresschrift fiir Zahnheilkunde Ceased publication in 1872 in- 
stead of 1882 when it was superseded by Monatsschrift. For the 
period 1945-1960 the author lists 33 journals but gives the total 

as 31. This discrepancy is to be accounted for by the facts that 
Dental Echo and Zentralblatt fiir die gesamte Zahn-, Mund- und 
Kieferheilkunde are wrongly classified in the third period and 
should be in the second period. 
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